9-COUNTY REGIONAL

TRANSPORTATION STUDY

DOUGLAS JOHNSON LEAVENWORTH MIAMI WYANDOTTE
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9-COUNTY REGIONAL

TRANSPORTATION STUDY

DOUGLAS JOHNSON LEAVENWORTH MIAMI WYANDOTTE

Deliberative Dialogue Guide
Community Dialogue #1: February/March 2009

INTRODUCTION

The quality of life in the 5-County Study area of Douglas, Johnson, Leavenworth, Miami and Wyandotte
counties is directly related to the effectiveness of our transportation system. Our travel choices have a
profound impact on the health and character of our communities and our environment.

BENEFITS
A strong transportation system allows us to participate in daily activities and supports our economy.

¢ The 5-County Study area has taken pride in its extensive network of highways and local roads that
allow easy movement across the area.

o The 5-County region is located in the center of our nation making it very attractive to the freight
industry.
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CHALLENGES
The benefits of our transportation system are great, but our future challenges may be even greater.

¢ The distances we drive are more than a third higher than other metropolitan areas.

» Travel delays in the region tripled during the 1990s.

¢ Building and maintaining an extensive system of roads and bridges increasingly burdens taxpayers.

e Our transportation investments foster development patterns that detract from many of our
historic and environmental assets and reduce the quality of the air we breathe.

o Our transportation costs are now the single highest household expense for many people in this
area.

e Those who don’t own automobiles have limited or no access to jobs and basic services because our
lower density development patterns have been supported by a transportation system designed to
accommodate single-occupancy vehicles and are difficult to support by transit.

The Problem: A framework needs to be in place to ensure the transportation system that
serves the 5-County Study area is prepared to face the future.

How can we provide a transportation system that is cost-effective and provides maximum personal
mobility, breathable air, and convenience? This discussion guide maps out three approaches as a way
to promote public deliberation of this important issue. Each choice expresses a distinct, but not
mutually exclusive, perspective that could drive public policy. Each choice and action have
consequences and trade-offs that can be considered.
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Approach 1: Develop All Modes of Travel
The broad remedy: Invest in creating all modes of transportation so that all residents have

access to jobs, services, goods, and opportunity to travel throughout the region.

Actions We Could Take

e Support research and development of new forms of personal and public transit.

o Make buses cleaner and quieter, and significantly expand bus services, including high-speed
express service.

e Create new rail and other high-capacity transit services.
o Design secondary roads to accommodate pedestrian walkways and bicycle paths or lanes.
» Raise taxes and user fees to discourage automobile use.

* Provide incentives for new developments that focus on alternative modes of transit and pedestrian
walkways.

® Limit parking in new developments.
¢ Require developers to pay for new road systems.

Arguments For
* More compact development patterns would create more vibrant, livable communities and better
travel options.

Many people need transportation, especially the young, the elderly and low-income citizens.

With better transportation options, families could get by with one car.

People want a safe environment in which to walk and ride bicycles.

Rail systems promote economic development.

New alternative modes are good for the environment and air quality and reduce oil dependence.

Arguments Against
e It's impractical to change development patterns. The 5-County Study area has a lot of available
space. Why not use it?

o Voters have already rejected light rail many times.

e This approach forces automobile users to subsidize other modes of travel.

It's too expensive. Transit never pays its own way.

Not enough people would use alternative modes of transportation.

People pay gasoline taxes to get good roads, not alternative transportation.

Taking money from highways does nothing to address the explosive growth in goods movement by
trucks.

Values
¢ Equal opportunity
¢ Environmental conservation
e |Innovation
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Approach 2: Improve the Current System

The broad remedy: Invest in maintaining and upgrading the current automobile-centered
infrastructure to enhance mobility while finding ways to reduce traffic congestion and
pollution.

Actions We Could Take
e Commit additional public funds for road maintenance.

e Use technology to time traffic signals for maximum flow and to advise motorists on how to avoid
delays.

e Support and recognize businesses that offer flextime, ridesharing and other incentives that would
stagger travel times and reduce congestion.

e Dedicate freeway lanes to cars with multiple passengers.

e Control on-street parking where it would improve traffic flow to do so.

e Limit construction of major new facilities to make future transportation consistent with the current
freeway system.

o Offer additional public transit to current routes in areas where there is demand.
e Provide incentives to developers for building around existing networks.

Arguments For
e |t costs less to make better use of what we have in place than to add or build new.

e Deferring maintenance costs more in the long run.

e This approach targets limited resources to relieve major bottlenecks and other problem areas.
e |t supports redevelopment of older areas and promotes a more contiguous pattern of growth.
e New road systems are too costly and destroy the environment.

Arguments Against

e |t's a short-sighted, Band-Aid approach that doesn't take into account future growth or technology.
e This approach limits individual’s choices of where they can live.
o |t offers limited choices to those without automobiles.

e This approach will limit growth of the metropolitan area and ultimately affect job availability and
regional vitality.

Values
e Efficiency
e Tradition
o Thrift
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